
Tri-Parish Pastoral Council Minutes 

01-11-18 
Rectory Meeting Room 

 
Present:  Sheila Schweitzer, Ken Quinn, Kirk Beyer, Mary Harris, Bart Biegler, & Jim Keller.  

Also Present:  Fr. Bryan Sorensen, Lynn Hahne, parish secretary. 

Absent:  Duane Hoff, Bill Hahne, Dustin Goldade  

 

Opening prayer led by Fr. Bryan  

1. The Agenda was approved as printed. 

2. The Minutes from the November 2017 meeting were approved. 

3. Parish Reports 

A. St Mary’s –Mary Harris  

a. reports 190 people were served at St. Mary’s Winter Dinner.  There was an 

accompanying craft fair with more vendors this year.  The event was well attended. 

b. Liturgy Training was done on December 2nd following Mass. 

c. Fundraiser for the Simpson family who lost their home in a fire went well.  Unsure of 

amount raised. 

d. Saturday night 5:00 pm Masses are well attended as several families from Holy Cross 

parish traveled to Isabel.  

B. Holy Rosary---Jim Keller  

a. reported that Sara Holt who owns the old parish house next to the church may be 

selling the house.   

b. The lots owned by Holy Rosary have been surveyed by Diane Aasz.  We are awaiting her 

report.   

c. Going away party was held for long time parishioner, Barb Keller who is moving to 

Deerfield ND, to be near family. 

C. Holy Cross—Bart Biegler 

a. The electricity has been shut off to the Holy Cross school building.  Father Bryan reports 

having received the final water bill.  Bart reports having talked to city workers about 

pulling the water meter and this has been carried out.  The furnace in the old school 

building is still present and for sale.  The person who expressed interest in the past has 

not returned for follow up.  Bart also recommends allowing persons into the building 

during the daytime to view the remaining items.  He encouraged St. Mary’s and Holy 

Rosary committee members to take a look and see if there are items that could be used 

by their respective parishes.  A list is to be developed that can be put into the bulletin.   

b. The KC’s are serving a pancake breakfast this coming Sunday after Mass at St. Joseph’s 

Center.   

c. The Christmas program put on by the youth was a great success.  Many compliments 

received.    

4. Committee Reports  

A. Liturgy Committee Reports:  Sheila Schweitzer 

a. reports the St. Cecelia Banquet for our musicians, cantors and choir members was much 

appreciated.  It has been held for the past 2 years.   

b. The Christmas Cantata went well in Isabel and Timber Lake.  A third venue was added 

this year (Nursing home in Eagle Butte).   

c. The quarterly NPM meeting is upcoming and will involve training and discussion for 

bilingual parishes.  



d. We did put in for OCP grant this year but did not receive.  St. Bernard’s in McLaughlin 

did however.   

e. There is a Diocesan Liturgy Commission Meeting upcoming in February 2018.   

f. Our liturgy committee met recently and discussed how things went during Advent.  

Discussion and planning for Ordinary Time and upcoming Lent and Easter season.   

g. Father reports the need for another Liturgy meeting after we receive the full diocesan 

liturgy survey results.  We have received the diocesan results and interpretation but we 

are still awaiting the individual parish results. 

B. Faith Formation Committee Report:    

a. Fr. Bryan reiterated the success of the youth Christmas program and the many 

compliments for the Shadow presentation and music.   

b. Lynn Hahne reported classes are going well for Adult sessions.  RCIA, aka “Foundations 

of Faith” has a family of four attending (Bryan Voegele and Joy Hahne and Blake and 

Bianca Oschner).  Bryan & Blake are candidates and Bianca is a catechumen.  They will 

be attending Rite of Initiation at Cathedral on February 18th.  There are several area 

parishioners coming to the sessions as well.   

C. St. Joseph’s Building Committee report:    

a. We have received $15,000 grant from Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation that 

will be disbursed sometime in July 2018.  This is dedicated for landscaping, sidewalks & 

parking lot.   

b. Jim Hulm is working on filling the concrete seams in the floor.   

OLD BUSINESS 

5. Mass Times--- 

a. There was a lively discussion in regards to the best times for Mass for all three parishes.  

Currently, Holy Rosary and St. Mary’s alternate on a monthly basis for the 5:00 pm Mass 

time on Saturday and 8:00 am time on Sunday.  Holy Cross has the 10:00 am Mass on all 

Sundays.  No decision was made at this time.  Fr. Bryan encouraged the members to 

continue conversing with parish members and praying about how this decision will best 

serve the people of God in our three parishes.  He encouraged the members to attend Mass 

at each of the three parishes to get first-hand experience of these liturgies.   

b. Father did share with the committee a letter from Bishop Gruss (to priests of the diocese) in 

regards to the norm regarding how many Masses a priest is allowed to celebrate. 

c. The current Mass schedule will continue through to Easter.  Father Bryan’s physical therapy 

sessions have been extended another month.   

NEW BUSINESS 

 Leadership Formation:  In November, parishioners were asked to pray and recommend those 

who they see as having the gifts of leadership for our parishes.  Over 70 people were identified.  

Each one was invited to Discernment and Training Sessions in January.  This training is a 

prerequisite for membership on the Pastoral Council and provides a wonderful foundational 

understanding for all who serve the parishes in any committees or ministries.  All are asked to 

prayerfully discern their role in serving our parishes.   

Next meeting scheduled for Thursday, February 15th, 2018  --  5:00 pm Mass at Holy Cross followed by 

supper and meeting at the rectory meeting room. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Hahne, Parish Secretary 


