
Tri-Parish Pastoral Council Minutes 

02-21-2018 

Rectory Meeting Room 

 

Present:  Sheila Schweitzer, Ken Quinn, Kirk Beyer, Mary Harris, Bart Biegler,  

    Dustin Goldade, Jim Keller 

Also Present:  Fr. Bryan Sorensen, Lynn Hahne, parish secretary. 

Absent:  Duane Hoff, Bill Hahne.  

 

Opening prayer led by Fr. Bryan  

1. The Agenda was approved as printed. 

2. The Minutes from the 01-11-18 meeting were approved. 

3. Fr. advised Sheila and Dustin of their responsibility to complete the Leadership Training 

(part I &II). 

4. Parish Reports 
A. St Mary’s –Mary Harris  

a. Saturday night 5:00 pm Masses are well attended as several families from Holy 

Cross parish continue to travel to Isabel.  She has spoken to some of the families 

from St. Mary’s who typically attend on Saturdays.  If there is no Mass on 

Saturdays, at St. Mary’s they will go to Mass in Dupree or McIntosh as they are 

closer. 

B. Holy Rosary---Jim Keller  

a. The lots owned by Holy Rosary have been surveyed by Diane Aasz.  Father has 

not received her report.  Bill has received one in the mail.  A copy will be made 

and brought to the office by Lynn.  

C.    Holy Cross—Bart Biegler & Ken Quinn 

a. Reports speaking with Holy Cross parishioners that typically attend Saturday 

night Mass.  There are those who do travel to St. Mary’s or Holy Rosary and there 

were some who choose not to go to Mass at all because it is not available at Holy 

Cross on Saturday night. 

b. Ken reports he and his family have been restoring a Sacred Heart Statue.  It is 

nearing completion with hopes for it to be done by Easter and return to the 

church.  The statue is dated 1949 and belonged to Holy Cross Church.  He also 

asked if anyone knew the whereabouts of a St. Patrick’s statue.  It came from the 

old St. Joseph’s Church.  It was recommended by the group to put this item in the 

bulletin with hopes someone may know it’s whereabouts. 

c. Kirk Beyer offered compliments to the initiation and layout of the Holy Cross 

Web Page.  Fr. Bryan stated that Becky Maciejewski has taken on this project.  

Kirk reported good attendance at the Knights of Columbus Fish Fry dinner on the 

16th, although not as many as in the past.  Also reminded everyone that the KCs 

will be serving a Fish Fry dinner at St. Mary’s on the 2nd of March & Holy Rosary 

on the 16th of March.   

d. The Living Stations that were originally scheduled for the 23rd of March will have 

to be changed as the students ( 3rd & 4th grade) will be attending a Basketball 

tourney that weekend in Rapid City. 

Committee Reports  

A. Liturgy Committee Reports:  Sheila Schweitzer 

a. At the last National Pastoral Musicians (NPM) chapter meeting the teaching 

focused on the Responsorial Psalm and how it relates to the Scripture readings 



during Mass.  This was one topic that came up during the recent Diocesan Liturgy 

Survey as needing attention.  

b. The quarterly NPM meeting is scheduled for March 3rd with Fr. Mark McCormick 

presenting on visual prayer.  The publisher GIA will be there to showcase some 

music.  This is a very helpful way to become aware of developments in liturgical 

music.  We have used several of these showcase songs in the past to enhance our 

liturgies here. 

c. Pastoral Ministry Days is scheduled for March 18th—20th “Creating a Culture of 

Vocations”.  Contact Sheila to participate in the diocesan choir for the Chrism 

Mass on March 19. 

d. The recent Liturgy Meeting minutes were sent out to all musicians and choir 

members.  It is requested that the minutes be put on the website and bulletin 

boards. 

e. The St. Cecilia Award is given to those who reach significant milestones in 

liturgical ministry.  Sheila is compiling an ongoing list for our area of people who 

have shared the gift of music in our worship.   

B. Faith Formation Committee Report:    
a. Fr. Bryan has had conversation with the Superintendent in regards to recent 

infringement on Wednesday schedules for the use of Parent Teacher Conferences 

and In-service Days for Teachers.  We lost 3 Wednesdays in February alone for 

our Youth Formation sessions. 

b. The RCIA/Faith Formation classes are progressing nicely.  The Rite of Election at 

Cathedral was not attended by our candidates and catechumens due to inclement 

weather.   

c. Kirk asked about the leadership training sessions and the follow up.  We have 

called all 24 persons who took the training and are awaiting the discernment 

response from a few more before we begin further development of the committee 

membership.  

OLD BUSINESS 

5. Mass Times--- 

There was continued discussion on the question of Mass times.  Each of the members present 

were called on to share the fruit of their prayer and discernment.  The following are some of the 

comments shared. 

1) 4 Masses provides more opportunity.  

2) We are blessed to have a priest and we should support him.  Do what is necessary for 

his recovery from the injury.  What is he able to do? 

3) Some people commented not feeling welcome at our sister parishes and others 

expressed feeling very welcome. 

4) Concern that the parishes are being pitched against one another trying to make this 

decision.  

5) Others commented they are in support as to whatever decision the council makes. 

6) Spirituality should be our goal in all of this, for all parishioners. 

7) Continue on with what we have as long as we can. 

8) With the 3 Masses, we are improving our unity and awareness of each community. 

9) Felt if we go back to 4 Masses it is going backwards.  

10) It is thought that with the 3 Masses there is more socializing between the 3 church 

communities and improved liturgy participation. 

11) Idea was offered that perhaps we could rotate the weekend Masses between all 

parishes. 

12) Why does Holy Cross feel entitled to a second Mass? 



Fr. Bryan intervened to say we could return to the 4 Mass schedule after Easter if necessary as 

his leg should be able by then.  This is conditional. 

If the concern is really about those so weak in faith that there is only one time acceptable to 

celebrate the Mass, Father challenged all Parish Pastoral Council members to study the book, 

Forming Intentional Disciples.  Members of the Discipleship Committee will lead the study.  

Becoming intentional disciples will assist us in approaching those in our communities who are 

estranged or weak in their faith.   

This whole 7-month discussion revealed the great need for reconciliation within our families, 

parishes, and communities.  We need to have an open, honest dialogue and healing.  That is the 

what Bishop has directed in the Diocesan Pastoral Plan.  Fr. Bryan urged the members to make 

progress in this work as laid out by Bishop.   

 (Nota Bene:  Apologies: Father realized later that he had prematurely interrupted the 

Consensus Decision Making Process in the Mass times discussion.  We will return to this issue at 

the next meeting.) 

NEW BUSINESS 

6. Exploring Landscaping 

a.    We are continuing to explore the options and requirements for sidewalks and 

parking lot improvement.  There will be a Building Committee Meeting on Tuesday 

February 27th following the 5:00 pm Mass. 

 

7. Holy Cross School Removal—Bart & Father Bryan 

a. There have been more conversations with interested parties with potential options: 

 One option being explored is moving the building out of town then burn it or  

tear it down 

 A representative from one of the Hutterite colonies has been here to prepare a bid 

on demolishing the building.  The bid has not come yet. 

 Jim Miller has expressed some interest and ideas 

 There will be decreased cost if we get volunteers in the tearing down process. 

8. Adopt a Seminarian 

a.  Father shared a letter from Fr. Mark McCormick (Vocations Office) explaining in 

detail the Adopt a Seminarian program, (goals, funding that it needed and how it is 

raised and prior contribution from our parishes.)  The ultimate goal is to promote 

vocation awareness.  History tells us that the Knights of Columbus and the Altar 

Society have donated to this funding.  We have not done parish events to raise 

awareness of vocations as a whole.  The council saw it necessary to make all 

parishioners aware.  Some ideas were to have events that promote vocations.  Fr. 

Bryan’s 30th anniversary is this year.  Current participation is through the Spiritual 

Motherhood group who have begun a Holy Hour for Vocations on the second 

Tuesday of each month. 

 

***Father announced that Bishop Gruss recently had back surgery and is recovering well.*** 

 

Next meeting scheduled for Thursday, April 12th, 2018  --  5:00 pm Mass at Holy Cross 

followed by supper and meeting at the rectory meeting room. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynn Hahne, Parish Secretary 


