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“Jesus is the Son of God who takes away
the sin of the world,” said Will Graham.
“Sin leads you away from God. Do you
know that your sins are forgiven? Have you
asked Jesus to come into your life and asked
him for forgiveness of your sins?”  

That was his message to more than 5,100
people who attended the “Black Hills Paha
Sapa Celebration with Will Graham.” It
was held over three days, Sept. 24 - 26, in
Rapid City, at The Monument. 

 Approximately 350 people responded to
Graham’s invitation to begin a relationship
with Christ over the course of the weekend.
In addition to those in attendance, the Cele-
bration services were broadcast online, with
thousands of views around the world. More
than 180 indicated a decision for Christ
through the livestream. Those names, where
a Catholic preference was indicated, were
sent to the Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, Rapid City.

According to Brett Eckert, Evangeliza-
tion director at the cathedral, “We received
91 names from the Celebration team. We
then connected some of those people with
the appropriate churches. For us, we saw
that many of the individuals who came for-
ward were already active within their par-
ish.”

“I have had conversations with some of
the follow up teams at different parishes and
they informed me that some of the names
they received were those who had fallen
away. It is really hard to pinpoint exactly
how many were fallen away or those inter-
ested in a newfound relationship with
Christ,” Eckert said. The names were shared
with Blessed Sacrament Church in Rapid
City and Our Lady of the Black Hills in

Piedmont. At the cathedral and Blessed
Sacrament Church a welcome reception was
held, and people were steered into Alpha
classes to learn about Christianity. 

Graham was joined for the Black Hills
Paha Sapa Celebration by award-winning
and up-and-coming Christian artists, in-
cluding Kari Jobe, Lacey Sturm, FLAME,
Cochren & Co., and The Afters. 

The Celebration marked the last large-

500 people ask to begin a relationship with Christ

scale concert in Don Barnett Arena. A
state-of-the-art venue called The Summit is
being constructed within the same complex
and is slated to open soon. The first event
ever held at Don Barnett Arena was one of
Elvis Presley’s final concerts, a point which
Graham referenced in his first sermon. “This
building began with the King of Rock, and
it’s ending with the King of Kings.” 

The three day Black Hills Paha Sapa Celebration with Will Graham  brought in 5,100
people. Of those, 91 asked for more information from area Catholic Churches. 
(WRC photo)
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the Lord and his
Church, bringing
people to Jesus Christ,
the one person who is
the answer to all the
deep questions and
desires of every human
heart. 

Yours in Christ, 
 +Bishop Peter 
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Bishop Peter
M. Muhich
Diocese of 
Rapid City
Exemplum 
Dedi Vobis

‘I have given you 
an example’

This month Pope Francis begins the
2023 Synod of Bishops with a special Mass
and prayers in Rome asking bishops
throughout the world to let their people
know that he sincerely wants both their
prayers and their input.  The theme of the
Synod of Bishops is “For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and Mission.”
It will unfold in three phases:  diocesan,
continental, and universal, culminating in
the assembly of Bishops in October 2023 in
Rome. 

As the Synod of Bishops begins, we are
also beginning a pastoral planning process
here in our diocese.  A survey is to be com-

pleted by each parish this month so that we
can gather information about the current
realities of parish life across the Diocese of
Rapid City and then use that information
to generate good conversations about how
we can better proclaim Jesus Christ to our
Catholic people and all our neighbors in
western South Dakota. 

Please pray for the Holy Spirit’s guid-
ance for the Holy Father and those leading
the Synod of Bishops and please pray that
our diocesan conversations will be fruitful
and lead to a bright future with many holy
marriages, priests, deacons, consecrated re-
ligious and lay people on fire with love for

The Synod of Bishops and planning for our future as a diocese

Faith and Blue
Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek, Piedmont, volunteers
as a chaplain for the Rapid City police force.
On October 8, he participated in the National
Faith and Blue Initiative hosted by the Rapid
City Police department Chaplaincy Program.
It is designed to facilitate safer, stronger and
more unified communities by enabling part-
nerships among law enforcement profes-
sionals and faith-based organizations. Law
enforcement personnel and chaplains gath-
ered at the OneHeart facility in Rapid City for
prayers and encouragement for those in the
field. Father Wyrostek offered a blessing and
concluded with a prayer to St. Michael the
Archangel. 
Recalling a quote from St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, “Cheerfulness prepares a glorious
mind for all the noble acts.” Father Wyrostek
said, “I believe this quote gives a glimpse of
the vocation for peace officers, who willingly
and wholeheartedly look for good in every
person, even in the face of tragedy or a call
to truth.”(WRC photo)

A total of 158 students in grades 6-12 at-
tended the Diocesan Youth Rally on Oct. 10.
The theme was "AMDG: Ad majorem Dei 
gloriam." It was held at the Terra Sancta gloriam." It was held at the Terra Sancta gloriam."
Retreat Center, Rapid City.  Speakers were
Mary Bielski and David Calavitta. The day
concluded with Mass celebrated by Bishop
Peter Muhich. At right — Sr. Rachel
Gosda, SCTJM, and Sr. Brooke Happ, SCTJM,
lead the students in a dance break.
(WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

Diocesan Youth Rally
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Deacon John Osnes serves at Our Lady
of the Black Hills, Piedmont. He was or-
dained October 24, 2001, by Bishop Blase
Cupich. To celebrate, the Piedmont parish
will host a cupcake reception after the 8 a.m.
Mass, Sunday, October 24.

He was born in Burke and raised on the
Osnes homestead near there. He has been
married to his wife Joni for 39 years and
they have three married daughters and two
granddaughters. 

“I was raised in a family that very ac-
tively practiced their faith at the First
United Methodist Church in Burke. My
father was an elder in the church, and my
mother was a leader in the Women’s Soci-
ety,” said Osnes.  “However, I seem to have
been regularly drawn to the Catholic
Church. During high school, I remember
attending release-time classes at Sacred
Heart Church in Burke. (Some small-town
schools allow students time off to attend re-
ligious instruction.) At one of the classes,
the teacher told us that offering one hour a
week to God who gave us 168 hours each
week was not much to ask. This message
really resonated with me, so when I moved
to Rapid City to attend college, I was fairly
faithful to Sunday attendance because of it.
Since I lived right next to Immaculate Con-
ception Church, I often attended services
there because it was convenient.  

“Ultimately, my cradle Catholic wife
was responsible for my commitment to the
Catholic Church. She didn’t force the issue,
but on the night that we became engaged, I
told her I was going to convert because I
simply couldn’t imagine having our future
family divided by religion. Little could I
have imagined the richness and blessings
that the Catholic Church held in store for
me and our family!” he said.

Osnes earned a Bachelor of Science in
Mechanical Engineering from South Da-
kota School of Mines and Technology,
Rapid City. He earned his masters and doc-
torate degrees in Civil Engineering from
the University of California, Berkeley. He
worked as a consulting engineer for a Rapid
City business and retired as a principal con-
sultant in 2017.  

Although I had a very successful and
satisfying career as a consulting engineer,
my passion for diaconal ministry grew over
the years to the point where I retired early
to devote more time to ministry,” he said. 

The seed for becoming a deacon was firstThe seed for becoming a deacon was firstThe seed for
planted by Joni’s uncle, Deacon Justin
Lauer, when he baptized their first daughter,
Jennifer. “My conversion to Catholicism
was not accepted by some members of my
family, but Deacon Justy found a way to
bring unity to our religiously divided fam-
ilies in that touchable moment. His pastoral
care inspired me, and I considered the pos-
sibilities of ordained ministry in the Cath-
olic Church.  

“In 1987, we moved to Black Hawk and
became members of Our Lady of the Black
Hills Church, Piedmont. There I was regu-
larly exposed to the pastoral possibilities of
the diaconate by Deacon Walt Wilson. His
servant’s heart was so apparent to me, re-
gardless of whether he was preaching in
such a concrete, lived way, or playing the
banjo in the folk group, or building our
church using his wide array of skills.  

“His model of servanthood for Christ
harkened back to my parents, who always
told my sister and me that God gave us gifts
and talents not for our praise, but to share
them with others in praise of him. They
lived those words in their service to the
church,” said Osnes.  

The call to the diaconate was reinforced
by others, particularly Fr. Ron Garry, but it
took several years of back-and-forth dis-
cernment with Osnes’ spouse before he an-
swered the call and entered formation in
1996. His formation directors included Je-
suit Fathers Steve Mitten, John Schwantes,
and Will Prospero, as well as Dcn. Pat Coy
and his wife Fran. 

His primary assignments were to
homebound and funeral ministry. He has
presided at about 60 funeral vigils and had
the privilege of accompanying those fam-
ilies at a very touchable moment. Osnes has
baptized more than 25 babies and presided

at a few weddings.  
He assists and preaches at the weekend

Masses about once a month. He has served
as a catechist, primarily for confirmation
and adult classes. In leadership positions, he
has served on the Pastoral and Stewardship
Councils. Outside of the parish, he has been
adopted by the first graders at St. Elizabeth
Seton Elementary School for 18 years and
served on the Board of Trustees at Mount
Marty University in Yankton for 9 years.  

“Although I have had many beautiful
moments serving the parish and diocese, I
think the best moments of my ordained life
have occurred outside the church. Being an
ordained minister in a secular job provided
unique opportunities to share the good
news of Jesus Christ.  Some of the best mo-
ments were at the worst times,” said Osnes.
“I particularly recall when my vice pres-
ident’s wife died suddenly, he asked me to
gather the employees together to share the
tragic news and lead them in prayer.
Throughout the years, other employees
came to my office for spiritual care and
counsel when their loved ones faced death
and dying.” 

He concluded, “On a more joyous note,
our office’s Christmas party has begun with
an invocation for more than a decade, and I
have had the privilege of offering that prayer
most of those years  Outside of the office, I
shared that I am a deacon in the Catholic
Church with most of my engineering
clients. Although few were Catholics, we
often shared our religious beliefs and spiri-
tuality and occasionally, we even prayed to-
gether. Being a deacon definitely raised
these business relationships to a higher
plane.” 

Dcn. John Osnes recalls beautiful moments of service

Dcn. John Osnes baptizing
baby Thielen Lee Wagner. Par-baby Thielen Lee Wagner. Par-baby Thielen Lee Wagner. Par
ents are Ashley & Trever Wag-
ner. On Sunday, Oct. 24, Our
Lady of the Black Hills, Pied-
mont, will hold a cupcake re-
ception after 8 a.m. Mass, to
celebrate his 20th ordination
anniversary. 
(Courtesy photo)
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A 30th anniversary celebration was held
on Oct. 8-9 for the Rapid City Chapter of
National Pastoral Musicians. About 50
music ministers gathered in the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, cathedral
hall, for a program featuring Dr. Dan Gi-
rardot from Austin, Texas, the fall business
meeting, banquet, and commissioning of
music ministers by Bishop Peter Muhich. 

Dr. Girardot is a professor of music and
liturgy, cantor, choral clinician, and a choir
conductor. On the evening of Oct. 8, he led
a retreat for the attendees, “Awake the Soul:
Music Ministry as a Spiritual Practice.”

The following day he led workshops in-
cluding presentations on music amid the
COVID pandemic, small choirs, and music
reading. During the day there was singing
and a silent auction fundraiser as well. At
the noontime St. Cecilia catered banquet,
awards and recognition certificates for years
of service were given out. It is named for St.
Cecilia — a patron saint of music and mu-
sicians. 

Since the pandemic prevented the chap-
ter from holding the awards banquet last
year, two awards were given for the St. Ce-
cilia award for laity and for the clergy. The
St. Cecilia award for laity went to Regena
Thrall, Our Lady of the Black Hills, Pied-
mont; and Cheryl Lawrence from Holy Ro-
sary, Trail City and Holy Cross, Timber
Lake. The clergy awards went to Fr. Ron
Gary, St. John the Evangelist, Ft. Pierre, and
Fr. Andrzej Wryostek, OLBH, Piedmont. 

In addition, two awards were given for
the Peggy Langenfeld Memorial. Winners
were Peggy Lovrien and Bonnie Josten both
from Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City. Jana
Harris from St. Mary parish in Isabel was
recognized as this year’s Emerging Music
Minister. Caleb Quinn, Holy Cross, Timber
Lake, won the Emerging Youth Music
Minister award. Several people were given
certificates of recognition for 10, 25, 40 or
50 years of service. 

According to a chapter history written
by Bonnie Josten, “The chapter celebrates its
30th anniversary this year, however, its
origins in our diocese started over 40 years
ago. In the mid-to late 1970s, the choir di-
rectors at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, St.
Therese of the Little Flower Church, and
Blessed Sacrament Church (all in Rapid

City) acted on a suggestion from Peggy
Langenfeld, from cathedral parish, to at-
tend a convention in Chicago, to be held in
spring 1979. It was put on by a new organ-
ization for Catholic musicians called NPM
— National Association of Pastoral Musi-
cians. With funding provided by their par-
ishes, Peggy Langenfeld, Jackie
Schnittgrund and Therese Kaiser attended
the convention.”

Ongoing attendance issues led to the
dissolution of the chapter in 1988; however,
it was revived in 1989 as a temporary chap-
ter — permanent chapter status was re-
stored in 1991. 

Over the years, the Rapid City Chapter
has hosted meetings on a variety of topics
for instrumentalists and vocalists. A decade
ago, when there was a national focus on
copyright infringement, training on use of
Worship Aids and copyright regulations

were provided.
The chapter has been represented at the

national level by Jackie Schnittgrund, who
was appointed to the newly formed NPM
Council for Chapters in 1999. This council
set policy for and governed all chapters ac-
ross the United States.  She was awarded
NPM Chapter Leader of the Year at the
2012 NPM convention in Pittsburgh.
Schnittgrund was also encouraged to serve
as Co-Chair of the National Committee for
NPM Chapters, and in 2014 she was one of
the recipients of the NPM Leaders of the
Year award. In 2009, her daughter, Tammy
Schnittgrund, was appointed to the national
NPM Cantor Certification Commission.

The highlight of 2019 was the Rapid
City NPM Chapter being awarded the
NPM Chapter of the Year.  

The Rapid City NPM Chapter website
is www.npmrc.orgwww.npmrc.org.

NPM celebrates local chapter’s 30th anniversary 

Dr. Dan Girardot from Austin, Texas, was the guest speaker for the Rapid City NPM Chapter’s
30th anniversary meeting. 

Bishop Peter Muhich commissioned music ministers at the Oct. 9 meeting. (WRC photos) 



Spiritual Direction can be defined as the
director assisting the directee to “pay atten-
tion to God’s personal communication with
(them) … to respond to this personally
communicating God, to grow in intimacy
with this God, and to live out the con-
sequences of the relationship” as described
in the book, The Practice of Spiritual Direc-
tion. 

A new program to train Spiritual Direc-
tors is being held at the Sioux Spiritual
Center, Howes, under the direction of Co-
Directors Dr. Carole Brown and Deacon
Greg Sass.  The first day of the new Cov-
enant School of Spiritual Direction was
September 12, 2021. 

The school came about after many years
of prayer and the growing need of trained
Spiritual Directors in the diocese. In August
2020, Mike and Bev Firmin from the Alle-
luia School of Spiritual Direction were lead-
ing an eight-day Ignatian Retreat at the
Sioux Spiritual Center. In visiting with Car-
ole, they said the center would be the perfect
place for a program. Carole coordinated a
meeting between the Firmins and the small
group working on a program. A little over a
year later, with the help of the Mike and
Bev, in collaboration with the University of
Mary, Bismarck, N.D., the Covenant
School of Spiritual Direction began. 

“Each of the three two-week sessions has
a focus on prayer, healing, or growth. Each
session also covers the foundational ele-
ments of spiritual direction, incorporates
personal and corporate prayer, individual
spiritual direction, practice in the skills of
direction, with in-depth teaching each week
on the session’s focused topic,” said Deacon
Greg. 

In the first week, Dr. Carole Brown pre-
sented the “Survey of the Masters in Prayer,”
where she took in-depth looks at St. Theresa
of Avila, St. John of the Cross, and St. The-
rese of Lisieux. In the second week, Ellen
Hogarty, President of Our Lady’s Youth
Center, which operates the ministries of The
Lord’s Ranch Community in El Paso, TX,
taught St. Ignatius’ Rules of Discernment,
and the Examen Prayer. 

According to Co-Directors Carole and
Deacon Greg, “The Covenant School is not
primarily academic, but rather spiritually
transforming. There are no tests, and no
papers are required. The curriculum is rig-
orous, with a packed schedule of presenta-

tions, practice and prayer during each of the
two-week sessions.”  

Besides the three two-week sessions, the
program also requires making an 8-day si-
lent directed retreat between the first and
second session. And completion of a 16-
week practicum between the second and
third session. 

As Bishop Peter Muhich wrote in a
letter to the Priests and Deacons in the Di-
ocese in late June 2021, “The three-year pro-
gram will produce trained spiritual directors
from among our own clergy, religious and

‘Help guide our people into a closer union with God’

laity to help guide our people into a closer
union with God, easing the load on the cur-
rent cadre of spiritual directors and expand-
ing access to this spiritual practice. The
availability of one or more spiritual directors
in a parish has the potential for great re-
newal and transformation in the life of the
faithful.” 

For more information, visit
http://cssd.onehttp://cssd.one, email cssd@diorc.org,cssd@diorc.org, orcssd@diorc.org, orcssd@diorc.org,
contact Dr. Carole Brown at the Sioux Spir-
itual Center or Deacon Greg at the
Chancery. 

(Front row l-r) Deacon Greg Sass, workshop co-director; Fr. Jim Hoerter, McLaughlin; Fr. David
Axtmann, Sioux Falls Diocese; and Carole Brown, workshop co-director. (Middle row l-r) Diane
Say, Spearfish; Mary Thomas, Rapid City; Gail Wingert, Rapid City; and Sr. Elizabeth Greim,
Syracuse Diocese.
(Back row l-r) LaVerne Tragmoe, Great Falls-Billings Diocese; Cathy Smith, Faith; and Deacon
Bill White, Porcupine. (Courtesy photo)
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On Oct. 4, the feast of St.
Francis of Assisi, Catholic
School System, Sr. Maria
Belen Musgrove, SCTJM, and
Dcn. John Osnes led a 
blessing of animals for
St.Thomas More Middle
School. (WRC photo)

Pet Blessing
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Bishop Biegler to Speak
Friday, Oct. 22, Catholic Social Services
Annual Gathering, at the Rushmore Plaza
Civic Center, Lacroix Ballroom. Bishop
Steven Biegler, Diocese of Cheyenne, will
be the featured speaker and honored with
the Founder Award. For tickets or infor-
mation contact Kristen at 605-716-6336.

New Dinnerware Fundraiser
Friday, Nov. 5, Terra Sancta Retreat Center
Fundraiser, enjoy a delicious dinner for 2
(or 4, or 6 or more)! Order your dinner of
hearty beef stew, honey buttermilk bis-
cuits and apple pie bars today – pick-up
on hot and ready to eat between 3-6 p.m.
Your purchase will help Terra Sancta Re-
treat Center pay for new plates, bowls,
cups, and saucers.  $30 per dinner for 2
(25% of your purchase price is tax deduct-
ible). Order on-line at
TERRASANCTA.ORG/TOGOTERRASANCTA.ORG/TOGO Pick-up your
meal curbside at the west entrance –
2101 City Springs Rd, Rapid City, SD. 

St. Isaac Jogues Bazaar
Sunday, Nov. 7, St. Isaac Jogues Mother
Butler Center Annual Bazaar, 231 Knoll-
wood Dr., Rapid City, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
The bazaar will feature a silent auction,
arts, crafts, bingo, baked goods, a food
concession, outside vendors, and chil-
dren’s games. There will also be door
prizes and a raffle. Raffle tickets $1 —
available for purchase at the parish or ba-
zaar — five cash prizes.

Life in the Spirit
Friday- Sunday, Nov. 12-14, Life in the
Spirit retreat — Sioux Spiritual Center will
present an overnight retreat focused on
the Holy Spirit and the charismatic dimen-
sion of the Catholic life. Cost — $100, reg-
ister at www.siouxspiritualcenter.www.siouxspiritualcenter.
org/retreatsorg/retreats. Sioux Spiritual Center is at
20100 center Rd., Howes, SD.

Mental Health First Aid
Saturday, Nov. 13, St. Rose of Lima Par-
ish, Hill City, will host a free training, “How
has the Covid-19 pandemic affected
you?” The Mental Health First Aid program
is from the National Council for Mental

Health and presented by Dominique
Charlson, Community Outreach director,
Catholic Social Services. It will provide
common signs of mental illness and sub-
stance abuse, how to interact with a per-stance abuse, how to interact with a per-stance abuse, how to interact with a per
son in crisis, and connect people to help.
Also, content on trauma, addiction, and
self-care. Free. Register by Friday, Oct. 29
with the St. Rose parish office, call 605-
574-2479. Need at least five people to
hold workshop. 

Piedmont Turkey Dinner
Sunday, November 14 Our Lady of the
Black Hills Church in Piedmont invites you
to our Annual Fall Festival Turkey Dinner.
We will have a Country Store, Bake Sale,
Risky Raffle, Bingo, Kids games and a
cake walk. The turkey dinner will be
served from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Adults
are $10, Children $5 or Family for $30.

Concert at Terra Sancta
Monday, Nov. 15 at 6 p.m. Mila Belakova
will be in concert at Holy Cross Chapel on
the Terra Sancta campus. The concert
program will provide a musical experience
of going on retreat ... leaving the noise
and chaos of the world behind and resting
in God. Relax and enjoy the music and be
refreshed with this short “retreat” experi-
ence.  The concert is free, although dona-
tions are welcome. Questions contact us
at 605-716-0925 or email stay@terra-
sancta.org.  Located at 2101 City Spring
Rd, Rapid City.  Please use the Holy Cross
Chapel entrance for the concert.

Adoption Information
Tuesday, Nov. 16, did you know that No-
vember is National Adoption Month? The
“Why Not You? Foster Care and Adoption
Awareness” task force is hosting a recruit-
ment event on from 5:30-7 p.m. at Pizza
Ranch on Luna Ave (close to Rushmore
Crossing). Come meet with foster care
and adoption professionals from Black
Hills area agencies and ask any questions
you might have about adopting or becom-
ing a foster parent. For more information,
please visit the “Why Not You? Foster
Care and Adoption Awareness” Facebook
page.

Upcoming Events_________________________ Bishop’s Calendar
Oct. 19- Nov. 12, 2021

Subject to change 
without notice

Oct. 20, Wednesday
3:45 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School
System Executive Committee, Bishop's
Office

Oct. 21, Thursday
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders
Meeting, Chancery

Oct. 22, Friday
5 p.m. Catholic Social Services Annual
Gathering, Rushmore Plaza Civic Center

Oct. 24, Sunday
World Mission Sunday
9:30 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting, 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
10:30 a.m. Confirmation Mass, Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Oct. 27, Wednesday
10 a.m. Sioux Spiritual Center Board
Meeting, Chancery

Oct. 30, Saturday
4:30 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting
5:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass, 
Sacred Heart Church, Dupree

Oct. 31, Sunday
9 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting
10 a.m. Confirmation Mass, Holy Cross
Church, Timber Lake

Nov. 2, Tuesday
8:30 a.m. Staff Mass, Chapel

Nov. 4, Thursday
10 a.m. College of Consultors Meeting,
Chancery

Nov. 11, Thursday
Veteran's Day, Chancery Closed

Nov. 12, Friday
1 p.m. Diocesan Investment Committee,
Chancery
2 p.m. Finance Council, Chancery




